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Book of Acts:
Acts 9:15–16 – “But the Lord said to him [Ananias], ‘Go, for he [Paul] is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my name before the Gentiles and kings and children of Israel, for I will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.’”
Acts 13:46–47 – Paul and Barnabas declare: “It was necessary that the word of God be spoken first to you. Since you reject it, we…turn to the Gentiles. For so the Lord has commanded us, saying, ‘I have made you a light for the Gentiles, that you…bring salvation to the ends of the earth.’”
Acts 14:21–22 – After preaching in Derbe and Lystra: “They strengthened the souls of the disciples, exhorted them to continue in the faith…through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God.”
Acts 16:22–24 – In Philippi, Paul and Silas are beaten and imprisoned for their testimony; at midnight “they were praying and singing hymns to God,” leading to the jailer’s conversion.
Acts 20:24 – Paul reflects: “I consider my life worth nothing to me; my only aim is to finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me—the task of testifying to the good news of God’s grace.”
Acts 21:13 – In response to news of persecution: “I am ready not only to be bound but also to die in Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.”
Acts 28:30–31 – Even under house arrest in Rome: “Paul proclaimed the kingdom of God and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ…with all boldness and without hindrance.”
Paul’s Letters (Gospel work & suffering)
1. 1 Corinthians 15:1–11
Paul emphasizes he is a “servant of Christ,” noting how he received and handed on the gospel, and “I labored more than all of them.”
2. Galatians 1:11–24
He shares that his gospel came through revelation of Jesus Christ, recounting his transformation and immediate advance in glorifying God among the Gentiles.
3. Galatians 6:14
Paul proudly declares no boast except “in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
4. Philippians 1:12–18
Despite imprisonment, Paul says his circumstances have “actually helped to spread the gospel…that Christ is preached.”
5. Philippians 3:7–11
He esteems loss for Christ as gain, expressing a deep desire to “know Christ…share in his sufferings.”
6. Colossians 1:24
Paul rejoices in suffering for the church, “filling up in my flesh what is still lacking in regard to Christ’s afflictions.”
7. 2 Corinthians
A. 2 Corinthians 4:7–12 – He speaks of the treasure of Christ in fragile jars, beaten, imprisoned, persecuted—yet in all, “we are treated as impostors, and yet are true.”
B. 2 Corinthians 11:23–29 – Paul lists his trials: imprisonments, floggings, shipwrecks, danger, weariness, sleepless nights, hunger; concluding, “Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is led into sin, and I am not indignant?”
C. 2 Corinthians 12:7–10 – To keep him humble, God gave a “thorn in the flesh,” and Paul boasts that “when I am weak, then I am strong.”
8. Ephesians 3:7–8
He calls himself a “servant…by the gift of God’s grace…to preach to the Gentiles the boundless riches of Christ.”
9. 1 Thessalonians 2:4–9
Paul reminds them his preaching wasn’t to please people but God; he lovingly cared for them “like a father cares for his children,” working night and day to avoid being a financial burden.
10. 2 Timothy 4:6–8
Toward the end of his life, Paul writes: “The time of my departure has come… I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. … There is laid up for me the crown of righteousness.”
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