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A Comprehensive Study Guide on the Apostle Paul
I. Quiz
Instructions: Answer each question in 2-3 sentences.
1. What was the primary purpose of Paul's First Missionary Journey, and who were his main companions?
2. Describe a significant event that occurred in Philippi during Paul's Second Missionary Journey.
3. What was the main focus of Paul's Third Missionary Journey, and what major city served as his base for an extended period?
4. Why did Paul undertake the Journey to Rome, and what was his situation upon arrival?
5. According to the provided sources, what percentage of the New Testament's words are attributed to Paul's letters?
6. Briefly explain the key themes of Paul's letter to the Romans.
7. What issues did Paul address in his First Letter to the Corinthians?
8. Which two of Paul's letters are specifically identified as "Pastoral Epistles," and what is their general purpose?
9. How did Paul's conversion impact his subsequent ministry, as described in the sources?
10. Beyond theological contributions, how has Paul's teaching influenced non-believers, according to the provided text?
II. Quiz Answer Key
1. The primary purpose of Paul's First Missionary Journey was to plant churches among Gentiles, particularly in cities like Iconium, Lystra, and Derbe. His main companions were Barnabas and John Mark, though John Mark later departed.
2. In Philippi, Paul and Silas were jailed after casting out a demon from a slave girl. They were miraculously freed when an earthquake opened their prison doors, leading to the conversion of the jailer and his household.
3. The main focus of Paul's Third Missionary Journey was strengthening and teaching existing churches that he had previously established. Ephesus served as his primary base for two to three years during this journey, where a significant revival occurred.
4. Paul undertook the Journey to Rome because he was arrested in Jerusalem on false accusations and appealed to Caesar. Upon arrival in Rome, he was held under house arrest, but was able to preach freely and write letters.
5. According to the provided sources, Paul's letters account for approximately 23% of the total Greek words in the New Testament. This percentage can rise to about 28% if the authorship of Hebrews is also attributed to him.
6. Paul's letter to the Romans is a deep theological explanation of God's righteousness, justification by faith, and the grace that saves both Jews and Gentiles. Key themes include salvation, grace, the role of Israel, and Christian living.
7. In his First Letter to the Corinthians, Paul addressed various issues within the Corinthian church, including divisions, immorality, misuse of spiritual gifts, and disorder in worship. He emphasized themes like church unity, love, and the resurrection.
8. The two letters identified as "Pastoral Epistles" are 1 Timothy and 2 Timothy, along with Titus. Their general purpose was to provide personal instruction on church leadership, sound doctrine, and godly living for his younger associates.
9. Paul's conversion dramatically transformed him from a persecutor of Christians to an apostle. This encounter with Jesus on the road to Damascus set the foundation for his mission as a chosen instrument to carry the Gospel to Gentiles, kings, and the children of Israel.
10. For non-believers, Paul's teaching has influenced moral and ethical thought, shaping Western ethics with concepts like equality, non-retaliation, and sacrificial love. He also offered access to the Gospel beyond religious ritual, emphasizing salvation by grace through faith.
III. Essay Format Questions
1. Trace Paul's strategic approach to missionary work across his three major journeys. How did his methods adapt to different cultural and social contexts, and what consistent elements characterized his ministry?
2. Discuss the theological significance of Paul's major epistles (e.g., Romans, Galatians, Ephesians, 1 Corinthians). How do these letters collectively form the "theological foundation of the Church," and what specific doctrines did Paul clarify?
3. Analyze the role of persecution and suffering in Paul's ministry, as depicted across his journeys and in his letters. How did Paul view his own sufferings, and what impact did they have on the spread of the Gospel and his teaching on Christian endurance?
4. Beyond his direct missionary activities, evaluate Paul's multifaceted impact on the early church. Consider his contributions to church planting, leadership establishment, community formation, and the guidance he provided through his correspondence.
5. Explore the enduring legacy of the Apostle Paul for both believers and non-believers today. How do his teachings and personal example continue to shape Christian identity, moral thought, and the understanding of purpose in the modern world?
IV. Glossary of Key Terms
· Antioch (Syria): The city from which Paul was commissioned for his first two missionary journeys, serving as a significant early Christian center.
· Areopagus: A prominent rock outcropping near the Acropolis in Athens, where Paul debated with Stoic and Epicurean philosophers.
· Barnabas: Paul's companion on his First Missionary Journey and a key figure in the early church, known for his encouragement.
· Caesarea: A Roman city in Judea where Paul was imprisoned and defended himself before governors Felix and Festus, and King Agrippa, before being sent to Rome.
· Corinth: A wealthy, immoral strategic trade city in Greece where Paul stayed for 18 months, establishing a strong church despite the city's corruption.
· Cyprus: An island in the Mediterranean, Barnabas's home, and the first major stop on Paul's First Missionary Journey, where Paul confronted a false prophet.
· Ephesus: A major city in Asia Minor, home to the Temple of Artemis, where Paul taught for 2-3 years during his Third Missionary Journey, leading to widespread revival.
· Epistles: Letters written by Paul (and other apostles) to churches or individuals, forming a significant portion of the New Testament and providing theological instruction and practical guidance.
· Galatians (Letter to): A sharp letter from Paul correcting legalism and defending the Gospel of justification by faith, not by works of the law.
· Gentiles: Non-Jewish people; Paul was specifically called to be the apostle to the Gentiles, significantly expanding the reach of the Gospel.
· Jerusalem: The central city for early Jewish Christianity; Paul was arrested here, leading to his journey to Rome.
· Justification by Faith: A core theological concept taught by Paul, emphasizing that salvation and righteousness are received through faith in Jesus Christ, not by adherence to the Law.
· Lydia: The first recorded convert in Europe, a businesswoman in Philippi, whose conversion led to the planting of the first church there.
· Lystra: A rural city where Paul faced fierce persecution during his First Missionary Journey, being stoned and left for dead.
· Macedonia: A region in northern Greece, significant for Paul's Second Missionary Journey, as it was the first European region he entered (e.g., Philippi, Thessalonica, Berea).
· Onesimus: A runaway slave, subject of Paul's letter to Philemon, whom Paul urged Philemon to receive back as a brother in Christ.
· Pastoral Epistles: The letters of 1 Timothy, 2 Timothy, and Titus, which provide instruction on church leadership, sound doctrine, and godly living.
· Philippi: The first city in Europe where Paul planted a church, during his Second Missionary Journey, characterized by the conversion of Lydia and the miraculous jailbreak of Paul and Silas.
· Pisidian Antioch: A strategic Roman colony in Galatia where Paul preached in the synagogue, encountering both Jewish rejection and Gentile belief.
· Rome: The capital of the Roman Empire, where Paul was eventually brought under house arrest and continued to preach and write letters, representing the Gospel's reach to the empire's heart.
· Silas: A key companion of Paul on his Second Missionary Journey, joining him after Barnabas and John Mark separated.
· Synagogue: A Jewish house of worship and assembly; Paul often began his ministry in new cities by preaching in the local synagogue.
· Thessalonica: A strategic trade city in Macedonia where Paul taught in the synagogue, leading to many conversions but also angry mobs.
· Timothy: A young leader who joined Paul on his Second Missionary Journey and became a close associate, receiving two "Pastoral Epistles" from Paul.
· Troas: A coastal city where Paul raised Eutychus from the dead after a long sermon, during his Third Missionary Journey.
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